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ZONE 3 An Old Path & Group of Famiry Chapels
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If you over Tran Phu Street from the Japanese covered bridge, you can see the picturesque scenery of Ngyen
Thi Minh Khai Street. In this area traditional houses have been well preserved and restored, and the side-
walks are paved with brick-red tiles. There are some low two storeys houses with balconies here such as the
Tan Ky house at Ngyen Thai Hoc no.101.
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@ View Point 2
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You can see very beautiful rows of roofs & houses from the balcony of no.4 Nguy-
en Thi Minh Khai Street.

Leaving this point you can catch a glimpse of where and how the local residents
live.
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The House at Tran Phu no.77
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The House at Tran Phu no.77 is one of the most beautiful houses in
Hoi An. It is an example of a one-storey house. Because the floor level
of this house is lower than the street level, we can assume that this
house is one of the oldest houses built in the historical district.

In this house you can see many characteristics of the historical
architecture of Hoi An. First you will find the “keo chong™ roof
structure in the main building. Second, next to the main building there
is a small space covered by a short roof facing the courtyard. The
horizontal beams and vertical pillars called "chong gioung" that
support the roof are decorated with rich carvings. Facing the courtyard
you will also find a fine "crab shells roof". The enclosing walls of the
courtyard have beautiful decorations that show Islamic influence in
the decoration techniques and the Chinese influence in their animal
motifs.
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The House at Tran Phu no.85
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Through the results of the excavation work undertaken in the court-
yard of this house, the historical development of this district was
cleared. The findings have overturned the hypothesis that an old Japa-
nese settlement from the 16th century was located in this area. There-
fore, the exact location of the old Japanese town still remains unknown
at present.
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ZONE 2 The Old Path & A Group of Family Chapels (North of Le Loi Street)
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Turn right at Tran Phu 90 to enter the old path. Along your way, you will find a well. Turn left, walk a few me-
ters and the Le Loi Street, which is one of the newest streets, opened in the early 20th century. After crossing
the street, walk straight and then turn to your right to see the Truong Family chapel, recently restored.

Many other family chapels can be found in the northern part of the Le Loi Street. You are encouraged to visit
them.
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Truong Family Chapel
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This is building, dating from 1840 was originally used during Guen
Dynasty, as a residence for government officials. It is composed of a
dwelling, a family chapel and a gate. In the past, there was also a
house for servants in the site. In the neighboring area , there are some
other similar buildings to this one. However the best preserved one is
the Truong Family Chapel. Restored in 2002, the building has a bam-
boo lattice at the front of the dwelling area for privacy purposes.
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The House at Tran Phu no.121
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Nowadays this house blends in with the surrounding houses, however,
it used to be one of the most damaged houses in the historical quarter
and became the symbol of the "Save Hoi An" restoration campaign.
During the restoration of the house the whole building was taken apart
and reconstructed. In the most commonly used restoration techniques,
almost of all of the wooden materials are replaced by new ones. How-
ever in order to keep as much of the original materials as possible, vari-
ous techniques were used, including the epoxy resin technique, applied
under the co-operation of Japanese team. If you check the wooden
beams carefully, you can see traces of restoration.
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The House at Tran Phu no.152
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This is an example of a new building being built in front of the original

building in order to fill a gap in the row of houses. The house had a

forecourt before it was set back off the street. However the continuity

of the row of houses was broken here, hence the owner decided to fill

the gap with a new building that would be more harmonious with the

surroundings. This intervention was awarded in 2000, with the
“townscape preservation prize”
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