History of Hoi An
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The historic town of Hoi An is located in the
centre of Vietnam near the city of Danang. As the
port-town of Hoi An was a gateway of the silk road, in
olden times, it developed into a focal point of trad-
ing between China-Japan and Europe. Good mari-
time conditions and seasonal winds helped to rein-
force its status. During the 17th century, which
is also known as the Golden Era of the Sea Voy-
ages, Hoi An used to be a culturally mixed settle-
ment; besides the Japanese and China quarters, mer-
chants and missionaries from Portugal and
Holland also settled in the town. Most of the
townscape that currently can be seen was built in the
early 19th century, during the Guen Dynasty. It was
then that economical activities shifted to Danang be-
cause of the better conditions for larger ships that
this port-town offered. In spite of the lack of eco-
nomical growth that Hoi An experienced later, the ur-
ban form and its architectural features have
not been widely transformed, as around 450 his-
torical buildings show evidence.

Although, conservation work began in Hoi An in
1983 with Polish support, it was a Japanese team, in
collaboration with the Vietnamese government, that
in 1992 conducted the first of a series of conserva-
tion projects for traditional buildings as part of a
comprehensive preservation program. These activi-
ties resulted in the designation of Hoi An as a
World Cultural Heritage site in December 1999.
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This map is based on the results of the "Historical
houses restoration workshop" which was held in
cooperation with JICA (Japan International Coop-
eration Agency) in September 2002.
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How to use the Architectural trail map
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This map is a practical street guide for walking, watching and enjoying the ar-
chitecture of the historical district of Hoi An. Please take it with you and dis-
cover the treasures and beauty of this charming town. This guide introduces
five different architectural zones, 17 representative buildings and five city-
view-points, however we highly encourage you to find your ownway around
Hoi An. You will certainly be rewarded for your curiosity.
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Diep Dong House (The house of Nguyen Thai Hoc no.80)
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This house was built in the late 19th century for a Chinese merchant:
an ancestor of the present owner. Inside the hose there are a lot of anti-
ques and there is an opening in the ceiling of the first floor. This open-
ing is a characteristic Stair well on ceiling is characteristic of building
in Hoi An and is used for raising and lowering objects.
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5 type of Architectures in Hoi An
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two—story-brick wall two-story-with colonial

one—story-wooden wall two—story-with cabes two—story-wooden wall

with balcony

Traditional architecture in Hoi An can be classified into five types RA T > O AE RS 2T, SMEREL D 5
according to their external physical components. The first type is a OO T D 2 ENTEET, Fyv o7 —48
one-storey wooden-walled building. Houses of this type are mainly FBloRFEEIND 1R - AEBEEOEWIITF v > 77—
located along Tran Phu Street. A representative example is at 48 Tran DICEL<HAENET, 2HE - RILOFEL /T
Phu. The second architectural type is a building of two-storey with CFIVHASHBETRLIENTEEY., 20
eaves as at 5 Ngyen Thi Minh Khai. Buildings of the third type, two- « RIGEE, WHEEERT v > T —HWD, ¥ A Ky V@D
storey wooden walled buildings with balconies and the fourth type ~ (CHELTWET, JIOZTIAT A ) OMIET T
two-storey building with brick walls can be seen in Tran Phu and SEARy ZEOTENTE S A5NET,

Nguyen Thai Hoc streets. The fifth type, two-storey colonial style — EFHFREBTH 2L 1 Frk ‘\[*iﬁﬁi‘iﬂ*%ﬁ< lSj
building can be found in the western part of Nguyen Thai Hoc Street. 19&@: . - :7)37??20&'!@@*‘ COMSDOTE
Whereas one-storey wooden-walled buildings date from the 18th and 19~ 20T BT S A LT

19th centuries, those built in the colonial style are from the early 20th

century. The other types were built in the late 19th century and the

beginning of the 20th century.



